[image: image1.png]British
Waterways




Access for Small Powered/Unpowered Craft on the 
Gloucester & Sharpness Canal
Canoes, kayaks, Canadian canoes, rowing boats, rowing sculls, inflatable/rigid tenders, RIBS etc are permitted on the Gloucester & Sharpness Canal providing the following conditions are adhered to:
Licensing:

· A craft licence is required before the boat enters the water. Licences can be purchased at our local offices and from licensing agents.  Please contact our Gloucester office for further information 01452 318000.
· Where canoeists are British Canoe Union (BCU) or affiliated members a British Waterways craft licence is included within their membership. The canoeist must display a valid BCU access sticker with membership number clearly legible.

· Pleasure Boat Licensing Terms and Conditions apply and all users must respect British Waterways Bye-Laws.

· All organised events must obtain permission from British Waterways.

Mooring Requirements:

· The boat must not be kept on the canal unless a mooring permit for a ‘home’ mooring has been obtained. Craft without a mooring permit must be removed from the water to alternative storage when not in use.

Access/Egress:

· Pontoon adjacent to car park at Purton Top Bridge

· Slipway will be available at Saul Marina commencing Spring 2008.

· Craft can be craned in/out at Sharpness Shipyard - 01453 811261 or R W Davis & Son Ltd, Saul Junction - 01452 740233

· Gloucester Rowing Club, Hempstead (01452 523795) and Wycliffe Rowing Club, Saul Junction (01453 827634) have specific facilities for rowing sculls.  Enquiries regarding availability should be made direct to the relevant club.

Any alternative launch area must be agreed with British Waterways

Safety:
· The Gloucester & Sharpness Canal is a commercial waterway used by large boats or ships. Please ask bridge keepers for the latest information on what craft are expected in the area. Larger craft need deeper water and room to manoeuvre so move to the side of the channel where the helmsman can see you and be aware that they may cause a substantial wash. 
· The Gloucester & Sharpness Canal and Gloucester Docks have a nominal centre depth of 16ft (4.9m) and vertical sides which means that anyone falling into the water may have difficulty getting out. We strongly advise wearing a buoyancy aid. Any person under 18 must wear a buoyancy aid. 

· All canoeists are advised to travel in groups if possible. 

· Inexperienced rowers are advised to travel in groups of three, ideally with supervision. This applies particularly to junior members where all groups must include an instructor and where appropriate a safety launch. We strongly advise wearing a buoyancy aid.
· Care should be taken at bridges on the Gloucester & Sharpness Canal, there may be a boat approaching from the opposite direction. On manned structures, please comply with bridge keepers’ instructions at all times.
· It is good practice to inform somebody of the detail of your proposed trip and expected duration so that the alarm can be raised if you fail to reach your destination at the expected time e.g. friend, relative, club representative.
Further Safety Guidance:
The knowledge gained in taking a professionally run course in boat handling will make your boating safer and more enjoyable. 

· The Royal Yachting Association provide professionally run courses in boat-handling e.g. Inland Waters Helmsman’s Certificate. For advice and information about training and safety www.rya.org.uk 

· Canoeists are advised to refer to the British Canoe Union website for advice and information about training and safety www.bcusouthwest.org.uk  

· Rowers are advised to refer to the Amateur Rowing Association website for advice and information about training and safety www.ara-rowing.org.uk 
The following craft remain prohibited:
· Craft under sail
· Hovercraft

· Personal water craft e.g. jet skis, water skis, banana boats, donuts, tyres, lilos 
Revised April 2008
PAGE  
1

