


















A canal is like a nature reserve, several metres 
wide and many miles long. You might see 
kingfi shers, water voles, dragonfl ies, bats, or 
herons. They’ve all been seen on or by canals. 

Who knows, on your local canal, you could even 
be an otter spotter! 

It’s a wildlife 
     documentary

YOUR LOCAL CANAL

Canals in the classroom Take to the water

Where to cycle
You can ride around Regent’s Park and 
through its Broad Walk, as well as along 
the Regent’s Canal towpath between 
Regent’s Park Road and Avenue Road. 
However, cycling is not permitted 
on the towpaths in Little Venice, 
Paddington, or around Camden Lock. 
 

Where to fi sh
Pick up a British Waterways London 
Angling leafl et for full details of canal 
fi shing in London. There is a £20 per 
annum charge for fi shing the Regent’s 
Canal (£10 for concessions). There are 
no angling platforms on the canal.
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It’s commuter 
   heaven Want to enjoy getting to work? 

Then try taking the towpath to 
the offi ce. Cutting through the 
heart of the city, the canal’s a 
quiet traffi c-free route that will 
set you up for the day.

YOUR LOCAL CANAL

Leave the monthly fees, machines and MTV 
behind and get fi t for free. Your local canal is 
your chance to get out of the gym, onto the 
towpath and remind yourself that getting fi t 
is about fun, fresh air and freedom.

  It’s an 
     open-air gym

YOUR LOCAL CANAL

There are several boat trip operators between 
Little Venice and Camden, offering different 
services along the Regent’s Canal.

London Waterbus Company
Runs trips boarding at Camden and Little Venice, 
and is the only operator stopping at London Zoo. 
58 Camden Lock Place, Camden, London NW1 8AF 
Tel: 020 7482 2550 www.londonwaterbus.com

Jason’s Trip
Trips between Camden and Little Venice, featuring 
live commentary plus some cruises available for 
private hire. Located two minutes’ walk from 
Little Venice. Opposite 60 Blomfi eld Road, Little 
Venice London W9 2PD Tel: 020 7286 3428 
www.jasons.co.uk

Walker’s Quay
Regular boat trips and dinner cruises which go 
through Camden Lock on the journey to 
Little Venice. 250 Camden High Street, Camden, 
London NW1 0PL Tel: 020 7485 4433
www.walkersquay.com

The Floating Boater
Luxury boats available for private hire for parties 
and meetings. Warwick Crescent, Little Venice 
London W2 6NE Tel 020 7266 1066
www.fl oatingboater.co.uk

Beauchamp, the electric barge
A unique and fl exible space in which to host
your event. Tel: 020 7266 8249
Email: info@beauchamplodge.co.uk
www.beauchamplodge.co.uk

London Canal Cruises
Long-distance private hire canal cruises through 
London, beginning at City Road Basin, cruising to 
the North Circular Aqueduct, then back to Camden. 
Tel: 020 8440 8962 www.londoncanalcruises.com 
(not shown on the map)

Canal events 2008

Access for all
Towpaths around Little Venice and Paddington 
Basin have been improved and visitors in 
wheelchairs can now access the canalside at 
Little Venice, travel to Paddington Basin and 
back. Little Venice to Camden is inaccessible 
by wheelchair due to steep ramps and steps. 

Access to the Regent’s Canal towpath to see the 
Nash designed houses and London Zoo Aviary is 
best from Gloucester Avenue. From here, with the 
help of an able-bodied companion, wheelchair 
users can also reach Camden Lock, though there 
are cobbles and slopes. 

  It’s the  
             great 
          outdoors

YOUR LOCAL CANAL

Find your nearest canal at waterscape.com
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Camley Street Natural Park
The park offers pond dipping and other activities 
for children, as well as an education programme 
for Camden schools. 
12 Camley Street, London NW1 0PW 
Tel: 020 7833 2311 www.wildlondon.org.uk 

The Pirate Club
A voluntary organisation and registered charity 
based at the Pirate Castle on the Regent’s Canal 
in Camden. It offers canoeing, kayaking and 
narrowboat trips to young people to help them gain 
self-confi dence and develop life and social skills. 
Tel: 020 7267 6605 www.thepiratecastle.org

www.wow4water.net/kids
WOW stands for ‘Wild Over Waterways’. 
The wow4water website is an educational resource 
full of fun activities for children that help them to 
learn more about the history and wildlife of canals 
and rivers, and about water safety. It also gives 
advice to teachers and youth leaders planning a 
visit to the canal.

Children can learn something new about canals 
in all kinds of ways, both on and off the water.

Beauchamp, the fl oating classroom 
A purpose-built electric barge moored in 
Paddington Basin. It offers lively, hands-on 
science, environmental and history lessons 
for schoolchildren from across London.
Tel: 020 7266 8249 www.beauchamplodge.co.uk

The London Canal Museum
The museum offers education resources to make 
learning fun for children, teachers and parents. 
12/13 New Wharf Road, London N1 9RT 
Tel: 020 7713 0836  www.canalmuseum.org.uk

development of the area. Activities include 
environmental and historical walks from Thursday-
Saturday, boat trips, talks, creative activities, exhibitions 
and musical performances on the Sunday.
More information: www.lfa2008.org 

Zoo Nights
When: Friday 1st August
Where: London Zoo, Outer Circle, London NW1 4RY
One night only chance for visitors to experience 
London Zoo after hours, with music, entertainment 
and drinks by the penguin pool.
More information: www.zsl.org Tel: 020 7722 3333

The Angel Canal Festival
When: Sunday 7th September 
Where: City Road Lock and Basin and along the towpath 
to Packington Square N1. 
This unique community-focused event includes a 
regatta, bell-boat race, boat show, funfair, music, stalls, 
refreshments and boat trips. Local people, visitors and 
boating enthusiasts come together to enjoy 
all the fun of the festival and celebrate both the 
community and the canal’s role within it. 
More information: www.angelcanalfestival.org

Camley Street Natural Park Event Highlights 
Bat Walks 
When: April – October 
Come to Camley Street Natural Park for an evening bat 
walk. Detectors pick up the frequency of echo-location 
calls as the bats feed on fl ying insects. Watch the tiny 
fl ying mammals as they swoop and dodge over the 
canal. Common and soprano pipistrelles are year-round 
residents, while Daubenton’s bats visit from warehouses 
and underneath canal bridges. 
Recycle For Wildlife 
When: Sunday 8th June
Learn how you can make a difference to your 
environment. Workshops on composting and making 
a wormery will help you discover how to recycle your 
green waste, whilst hands-on sessions on creating 
wildlife habitats out of unusual household objects will 
be a real eye opener. 
More information: www.wildlondon.org.uk 
Tel: 020 7833 2311 

London Festival of Architecture
Regent’s Canal: a fresh perspective
When: Thursday 3rd – Sunday 6th July 
(main focus of activities on Sunday 6th July)
Where: Regents Canal, St Pancras Lock, NW1 
to Islington Tunnel N1. 
A fun, creative and interactive event on the Regent’s 
Canal as part of the London Festival of Architecture. 
Visitors are encouraged to explore the architectural 
quality, historic environment, ecology and continuing
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YOUR LOCAL CANAL

   It’s  
          time 
       well spent

Water is good for you. You only 
have to sit or stroll beside a 
canal and you can feel yourself 
growing calmer, letting go of 
stress, and generally enjoying 
life more. Try life in the slow 
lane by your local canal.

   It’s a 
relaxation class

YOUR LOCAL CANAL OR RIVER

Find your nearest canal at waterscape.com
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