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Route 5 - Welshpool to Berriew
8.3 Kilometres

Route 5 begins in the town centre of Welshpool,
at the Town Wharf. There is vehicular access and
a boat slip way at Welshpool Wharf which may be
used by canoeists for the loading and unloading
of canoes. Parking is also available in the public
car park (pay & display). Both the wharf and car
park can be accessed via Church Street. There

is also a Tourist Information Centre on the West
side of the car park.

From Welshpool Wharf the canal passes under
Severn Street and beside the Powysland
Museum before reaching the first lock. Beyond
the lock the canal leaves Welshpool and runs
at the foot of the grounds of Powis Castle, the
seat of the Earl of Powis, taking you into open
farmland and quite waters.

Four locks raise the canal towards Newtown,
with two at Belan and two before reaching
Berriew. This stretch of canal is particularly good
for bird watchers with many species regularly
seen, such as kingfishers, herons, and high in
the sky, buzzards.

Adjacent to Brithdir Locks is a lovely nature
reserve and nearby pub, whilst further to the
south is the Luggy Aqueduct. This is a small iron
trough carrying the canal over the fast flowing
Luggy Brook, and was built in 1819 by George
Buck who also designed the distinctive paddle
gear found at the locks.

At Berriew a two-arched aqueduct carries
the canal over the beautiful wooded valley of
the River Rhiw. In the centre of the village a
handsome 18th century single span stone

KILOMETRES FROM NGR

WELSHPOOL WHARF S SJ 227075
0.3 Powysland Museum and Welshpool lock SJ 225073
15 Whitehouse Bridge No 120 and SJ 993061

Nature Reserve

26 Belen Locks (2) (car park and picnic area) SJ 2160562
45 Chapel Bridge No 123 SJ 206037
6.1 Brithdir Lock and Nature Reserve SJ 199023
6.3 Luggy Aqueduct SJ 197022
7.4 Berriew Lock SJ 193012
8.3 Berriew Aqueduct, picnic area and car park SJ 188066




The distinctivespaddle gear
of the‘Moptgomery Canal
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arched bridge crosses the river with the black
and white painted timber framed and stone
houses ranged on either side.

This route reaches its end on the south
side of Berriew Aqueduct where there is

a rubber edge to the canal to assist
canoeist getting in and out of the

canal. Free parking is also available

here, adjacent to the picnic area.
Canoes may be carried up the
embankment via the short
maintenance track. Please

note that vehicles are not to

be driven up this track.
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Views over the Severn Valley.

ROUTE 6 - Berriew to Aberbechan
9.9 Kilometres

The route begins beside the aqueduct over
the River Rhiw in the picturesque village of
Berriew. Free parking is available adjacent to
the aqueduct at the picnic area and canoes
may be carried up the embankment via the
short maintenance track where you will find

a rubberised canoe launch area. Please note
that vehicles are not to be driven up this track.

Upon leaving Berriew the canal soon reaches
Garthmyl. Here the A483 intersects with the
canal adjacent to the Naggs Head Pub. For
safety it is easiest to cross the road south of the

pub, just beyond the junction where the canal
can be rejoined on the other side of the road.
Beyond the Naggs Head the canal crosses the
A483 twice more as it winds its way through
rolling countryside and eventually runs alongside
the beautiful River Severn to Aberbechan.

As you pass through Garthmyl, an old village
beside the canal, look out for the remnants of
the original wharf buildings. This is where the
canal originally ended until the navigation was
extended to Newtown in 1819, almost two
hundred years ago.

From Tan-y-Fron where the River Severn flows
next the canal to Aberbechan and on to

KILOMETRES FROM START NGR
BERRIEW AQUEDUCT SJ 188066
06 Refail Bridge No 129. Road crossing. SJ 192000
(portage)
1.8 A483 road crossing, Naggs Head Pub,
Garthmyl. Bridge No. 132, disused. (portage) SO 194990
38 A483 road crossing. Old site of Halfway
House Bridge No 136. (portage) SO 181977
4.7 A483 road crossing. (portage) SO 174972
5.7 Glanhafren Bridge No. 143 and SO 167965
Montgomeryshire WT Nature Reserve
6.9 Brynderwyn Lock SO 162954
8.1 Byles Lock SO 165945
85 Newhouse Lock SO 151944
9.9 Limekiln Bridge No. 151 SO 142935
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Newtown a number of the bridges still have
their dates of construction cast into them.
Glanhafren Bridge (143) was built in 1889 and Park ¥

has ornate cast iron balustrades, and bridge 147 ___:
a5 o
has elegant white iron railings with the date and  Clemiwrydiet
lettering - 1853, Brymbo. Bridge 142 is one of U g
the few remaining swing bridges on the canal. W =
frdreboath
As sections of the canal are restored, today’s Bod G ¥

engineers are adapting the original swing bridge
designs so that those restored sections reflect
the built heritage of the canal as it once was.
This route ends at Limekiln Bridge No.151 at
Aberbechen. Parking is limited here so please
park with consideration for local residents.

(The canal can be navigated for a further 720
metres if Limekiln Bridge No. 151 is portaged.
However, the limit of the navigation ends at
Freestone Lock. There is no road access at
this point and you must return to Limekiln
Bridge to leave the canal.)
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CANOE HIRE & INSTRUCTION
Canoe Clubs

Joining a club is one of the most enjoyable
ways to learn the basics of canoeing and to
keep on improving whilst making new friends
at the same time. Local clubs to the Montgomery
Canal include:

Shropshire Paddlesports
www.shropshirepaddlesport.co.uk
Welshpool Canoe Club
www.welshpoolcanoeclub.org.uk

USEFUL CONTACTS

British Waterways

Wales & Border Counties, Navigation Road,
Northwich, Cheshire, CW8 1BH

Telephone: 01606 723800
www.britishwaterways.co.uk
www.waterscape.com

Email: enquiries.wbc@britishwaterways.co.uk

Environment Agency
Telephone: 08708 506506
www.environment-agency.gov.uk

Welshpool Tourist Information Centre
Vicarage Car Park, Welshpool, Powys
Telephone: 01938 552043
www.welshpool.org/tic.html

Welsh Canoeing Association
www.welsh-canoeing.org.uk

British Canoe Union
www.bcu.org.uk

Visit Britain
www.visitbritain.com
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Visit Wales
www.visitwales.com

National Rail
www.nationalrail.co.uk

Arriva Buses
www.arrivabus.co.uk

Malachite
www.malachite-group.co.uk

Canal Connections
www.canalconnections.co.uk

ACCOMMODATION

There are many options for accommodation
along the Montgomery canal to suit all budgets,
including B&B's and camping. Please refer to the
Useful Contacts section for further information.

MAPS AND GUIDE BOOKS

Visit www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/
for a full list of maps covering the Montgomery
Canal and the section of the Llangollen Canal
covered within this guide. The waterproof
Explorer Service maps at 1:25,000 scale are
recommended:

SHEET NUMBER TITLE

240 Oswestry / Croesoswallt

216 Welshpool & Montgomery
/Y Trallwng & Trefaldwyn

215 Newtown & Machynlleth
/Y Drenewydd &
Machynlleth

An alternate reference is the Nicholson Guide
to the Waterways: Four Counties & the Welsh
Canals No.4. Other guide books are also available.





