
Signal Light Operation on the 
Gloucester & Sharpness Canal

Effective from 2 March 2009
Manned Bridges - Red or green signal light will be displayed
Red – Stop. Do not proceed beyond the signal light. 

Flashing Red - Bridge Keeper is aware of your approach, you should wait for either green or red signal light to be displayed and act accordingly.

Green – You may proceed if the way is clear.

In accordance with British Waterways’ bye-laws please follow directions given by the bridge keeper or other authorised BW officer.

Unmanned Bridges – No light will be displayed
Passage may be possible for some craft without the bridge being opened. You may proceed with caution at your own risk. If you need the bridge to be opened, please telephone the bridge keeper.
At all times you should proceed with caution when approaching and moving through bridge holes.

Notes:
1. The international regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (Rules of the Road) apply on the Gloucester and Sharpness Canal. All skippers on the canal should be familiar with the “Rules” and comply with them. Particular attention should be given to Rule 9 – Narrow channels. Small craft should not impede the passage of larger vessels, as the larger vessels will be severely restricted in their ability to deviate from the course they are following and are likely to be difficult to control if they need to rapidly reduce speed or stop to avoid smaller craft. Large craft may not be able to stop in sufficient time to avoid smaller craft.
2. It is recommended that all boaters read “The Boaters’ Handbook” produced jointly by British Waterways and the Environment Agency. This gives more comprehensive guidance on basic boat-handling and safety across the inland network. Copies are available at BW offices and as a downloadable document through waterscape.com.
